The classes at the 2011 conference in Spokane promise to provide members with plenty of opportunities to gain “Financial Wisdom”.  The Education Committee has two full day and seven half day Pre-Conference classes being offered.  Topics include cash handling, federal grant management, labor relations, indirect allocations, using Excel in financial modeling, public funds certification training, public funds investing and professional ethics. 
The Education Committee explored many partnering opportunities this year to bring new classes and new speaker to the Pre-Conference class line up. WFOA partnered with the Association of Public Treasurers to provide a half day class Cash Handling with Dawn Patton as the speaker.  WFOA partnered with the Evans School of Public Affairs to provide two half day sessions on labor relations – Labor Relations in WA State:  What You Should Know and Labor Relations in WA State: A Changing Role for CFOs with Liz Ford, Assistant Dean of University of Washington Law School as the speaker. The first session will present an overview of the legal framework for public employee labor relations and collective bargaining in Washington State. This session is designed for all finance professionals who would like to learn more about the fundamental legal concepts, procedures, and rules around this process.  The second session is a roundtable style class that will focus on how the CFO's role in labor relations is changing, and to assist CFOs that are struggling to understand how to play this new role in ways that add value for their organizations.  WFOA also partnered with the Pacific Sound Finance Officers Association to provide a session on Identifying, Allocating and Recovering Indirect Costs.
The Education Committee has also brought back the Certification Program for Public Fund Investors with Jim Koetting as the trainer for those interested in achieving this certification. The Education Committee is also pleased to offer a half day Maxmizing Excel for Financial Modeling session where attendees can bring their own laptop and follow along as the class is presented on their own spreadsheets. 
The conference has an exciting line up of Keynote Speakers who will each bring a different message to the conference. Wednesday’s keynote is Dr. Gene Stanaland.  He has been called the "Will Rogers of Economics." He has the uncanny ability to take complex subjects and make them understandable and entertaining. He will be speaking on “The U.S. Economy, How Did We Get Here and Where Are We Going?” Thursday’s keynote is Brad Worthley.  He will be speaking on “OutstandingLeadership in a Service Culture”. Friday’s closing keynote speaker is Jody Urquhart. Her keynote address is “This would be Funny…if it wasn’t Happening to Me! How to Embrace Change with Humor, Enthusiasm and Vigor”.
The rest of the conference has something to offer for everyone from cash basis entities to cities and counties. There are session on rethinking public fund investing, budgeting, annexation, financial policies, capital budgeting, pre-paid card solutions, fraud studies, legislative updates, financial market updates, local transportation funding options, automated accounts payable, steps to save money for utility rate payers, portfolio management, certified public official program, pension reform, customer care and customer service, county government  overview, what hidden benefit employees receive that need to be taxed, IRS open forum and maximizing the power of Excel in financial modeling.
We also have classes that are favorites that we bring back and update each year: GASB Update, city and county legislative update, 1099-Misc reporting, the economic update with John Mitchell, SAO Roundtable, Federal Grants Requirements, and Hot Topics in Public Finance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Check out the Schedule at a Glance link on the WFOA Conference Registration website for a full listing of all the conference classes offered and the Speaker Page link for information on the speakers who will be presenting at this year’s conference.  
